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1825 December 18, 1908 

Beports from Seattle, Wank. — Plague-prevention work — Summary for 
month (f November, 190S, and year ended Nwemher SO, 1908. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Glover reports, December 7: 

Week ended December 5. 

Date of finding of last plague rat, September 26, 1908. 

■ Rats received 1,110 

Rats necropsied 1, 056 

Plague rats found 

Plague-infected rats to date 21 

Vessels inspected 21 

^'essels fumigated 4 

SUMMARY, NOVEMBER, 190H. 

During the month of November 13 vessels were fumigated and 49 
inspected. 

A j'ear has elapsed since plague first appeared in Seattle. The 
total amount of infection found resolves itself into 3 human cases and 
21 rats. The 3 human cases, all fatal, occurred in October, 1907. 
Two were pneumonic and 1 bubonic. P'rom November 30, 1907. 
to November 30, 1908, 61,929 rats were brought to the laboratory. 
Of this number 56,955 were necropsied and examined for plague infec- 
tion. Among those examined 19 plague-infected rats were found, 
2 having been found prior to November 30, 1907. The percentage 
of infection is 0.033 per cent. Three plague rats were found from 
December 28, 1907, to January 7, 1908. Two were brought in during 
the last week of March, 1908, and 3 during April, 1908. These last 
5 were defiidtely located as coming from the water front. During the 
latter part of June and early part of July, 9 plague rats were found 
in a wood yard at least half a mile east of the water front. This focus 
was promptljr cleaned, and no further infection has been found there. 
The last plague rat was found September 26, 1908, on the water front. 

During the month of November, 1908, the city trappers covered the 
water front, and more particularly that part lying between Yesler 
Way and the Smith Cove Waterway. Their traps were placed both 
below and on the street level. They brought in 524 rats from this 
locality, of which only 129 were from beneath the street level. The 
high tides have probably driven a number of the rats from their nest- 
ing places beneath the piling. No plague infection was found among 
these rats. 

Sunrmary of plague laboratory work, month of Novemher, 1908. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Chapin reports, December 7, through 
Passed Assistant Surgeon Glover: 

During the month 4,845 rats were delivered at the laboratory, of 
which 3,961 were necropsied. No evidence of plague infection was 
found. 

The last human plague case was discovered October 25, 1907, and 
the last plague-infected rat was delivered September 26, 1908. 

Twelve rats were brought in alive during the month, yielding only 
11 fleas. 



